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Pursue interests, intensify cooperation, set up national immigration
agency

Commission presents recommendations for cooperation with the Global South
Chair Kramp-Karrenbauer: “Germany must reposition itself in the face of massive global change.”

Berlin, January 28 2025. Shortly after the change in Washington's administration and before Ger-
many's federal election, the commission “A Changing World - Germany and the Global South”,
convened by Global Perspectives Initiative and chaired by former Defense Minister Annegret
Kramp-Karrenbauer, has presented its recommendations on strengthening Germany's position in
an increasingly multipolar world.

Former Defense Minister Kramp-Karrenbauer states: "Germany has benefited from the existing
international order like few other countries - an era that is now ending. The US is withdrawing
from its global leadership role, and the West as a global model of values and order is on the de-
fensive. Therefore, we must quickly forge new alliances with Global South countries: partnerships
based on mutual respect that benefit both sides.”

Rhoda Berger, Co-CEO of Global Perspectives Initiative, adds: "Our partners on the African continent
and in other Global South regions are becoming important actors in world politics. Their demo-
graphic dynamics, natural resources, and technological innovation power are changing global
power structures. Germany must respond to this new world order with concrete and convincing
partnership proposals.”

Kramp-Karrenbauer continues: "We cannot afford to ignore global realities. The pressure to act is
enormous. Therefore, the next federal government must align its relations with Global South
countries more strategically and build on mutual interests.”

The commission focuses on five key areas: geopolitics and development, economy and trade, labor
migration, international finance, and climate policy and financing. Extensive research and inter-
views with over 45 experts from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe provided a reliable foun-
dation.

Among other things, the Commission recommends possible starting points for a realignment of
Germany's relations with countries of the Global South:

e Cluster Cooperation: Enhance the role of the Federal Security Council for more coherence
in international engagement.

e Strategic Alignment of Development Cooperation: Development cooperation is gaining
importance. Secure financing. Deploy resources in focused manner. Expand coordination
within federal government.

e Scale Private Investments: Strengthen investments in Global South through risk guaran-
tees and capital promotion.

e Create National Immigration Agency: Accelerate labor migration through bundled re-
sponsibilities and simplified entry procedures.

e Expand Development Banks: Upgrade to central levers of financing in Global South.

e Restructure Debt: Launch new initiatives for international debt restructuring.
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e Build International Carbon Markets: Price CO2 globally.
e Establish Tax Clubs: Examine international tax for climate financing.

“With its recommendations, the Commission is providing impetus for reshaping relations with the
Global South, which we intend to further develop conceptually over the coming months. As a plat-
form for dialog, we are building on politics, business, academia and civil society,” says Gregor Dar-
mer, Co-CEO of Global Perspectives Initiative. “We hope these recommendations will spark socie-
tal debate and be considered by the future federal government.”

The final report is planned for publication in spring 2025.

Members of the commission:
e Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer, Federal Minister of Defense (ret.)
e Prof Dr Ottmar Edenhofer, Director & Chief Economist, Potsdam-Institut fiir Klimafolgen-
forschung
Joschka Fischer, Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs (ret.)
Maria-Yassin Jah, Head of Transition Finance Advisory, SLR Consulting
Silvana Koch-Mehrin, President and Founder, Women Political Leaders
Michael Krake, Executive Director for Germany, World Bank Group

Janina Kugel, Board Member and Senior Advisor
e Prof. Dr. Christine Langenfeld, Judge of the Second Senate, The Federal Constitutional
Court & Professor for Public Law, University of Gattingen

e Walter Lindner, Former State Secretary of the Federal Foreign Office, former German Am-
bassador to India

e Dr. Stefan Mair, Managing Chairman, German Institute for International and Security Af-
fairs

Further information for journalists
e Interviews available upon requests.
e Complete recommendations here: https://globalperspectives.org/en/recommendations-
for-the-realignment-of-germanys-relations-with-the-countries-of-the-global-south/

e Publication "Germany and the New South: Voices, Insights, Expectations™ by Global Per-
spectivers Initiative here: https://globalperspectives.org/en/germany-and-the-new-south/

The commission was advised by Dr Ingrid Hamm, founder and chairwoman of Global Perspectives
Initiative, with editorial support from author and journalist Friederike Bauer.
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About Global Perspectives Initiative

Global Perspectives Initiative is a non-profit and independent platform based in Berlin, Germany.

Global Perspectives works towards enhanced engagement and responsibility for sustainable devel-

opment by German and European decision-makers and aims to strengthen African perspectives in

policymaking. To this end, Global Perspectives regularly brings together decision-makers from pol-

itics, business, civil society, academia and media to discuss new approaches, provide new impulses
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and raise awareness on the common opportunities and challenges the two neighboring continents
are facing. www.globalperspectives.org
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