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Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer is a CDU politician. She was 

Prime Minister of Saarland, Party leader and Federal 
Minister of Defense. After graduating from high school, she 
studied political science and law at the universities of Trier 

and Saarbrücken. Until 1998, she worked as a policy and 
planning officer for the CDU Saar. After a six-month flying 
visit as a member of the Bundestag in 1998, she joined the 

Saarland state parliament in 1999 and was parliamentary 
secretary of her parliamentary group until 2000. Annegret 
Kramp-Karrenbauer then became Saarland Minister of the 

Interior, Minister of Education in 2007 and then later 
Minister of Labor in 2009. From 2011 to 2018, she was Prime 

Minister of Saarland, and simultaneously served as Minister 
of Justice and then, from 2012 on, as Minister of Science. In 
2018, Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer first became Secretary 

General of the federal CDU and later its party chairwoman. 
In July 2019, she became Federal Minister of Defense. In 
2021, she handed over the party chairmanship to Armin 

Laschet. After the 2021 Bundestag elections, she 
announced that she will renounce her seat in the 
Bundestag.  

 
 

   

 

 

Prof. Dr. Ottmar Edenhofer is Director and Chief Economist 

of the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK) 
and Professor at the Technical University of Berlin as well 
as Founding Director of the Mercator Research Institute on 

Global Commons and Climate Change (MCC).  From 2008 to 
2015, Edenhofer was Co-Chair of Working Group III of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). In 

2018, he was awarded the Romano Guardini Prize. In 
January 2021, he was appointed by Pope Francis as advisor 
to the Dicastery for Integral Human Development.  Since 

April 2022, Edenhofer has chaired the European Advisory 
Board on Climate Change (ESABCC), which was newly 
established by the EU. He advises the German government 

on climate policy issues and his expertise is also in great 
demand at European and international level.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Joschka Fischer has been a leading figure in the German 
Green Party and served as Federal Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and vice-chancellor of Germany from 1998 to 2005. 
He was a visiting professor at the Woodrow Wilson School 
of Public and International Affairs and supported the 

creation of the Spinelli Group, an initiative to reinvigorate 
efforts to federalize the EU. He advises on foreign policy 
issues as senior strategic counsel at Albright Stonebridge 

Group and as a founding partner of Joschka Fischer and 
Company. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Maria-Yassin Jah is Head of Transition Finance Advisory at 
SLR Consulting; a leading international sustainability 
consultancy. In this capacity, Maria works with investors, 

private organisations as well as industry associations and 
their membership active along the battery value chain to 
integrate robust, responsible investment, ESG 

management and due diligence systems. With a particular 
focus on the nexus of critical raw materials sourcing, the 
green transition and the sustainable finance sector, Maria 

assists in the development of bespoke multidisciplinary 
solutions to support organisations with the required 
technical and strategic expertise available across the SLR 

Group. With over 15 years of experience working in the 
commodities sector in a range of strategically focused in-
house roles as well as consulting positions, Maria has an in-

depth knowledge of the commodities industry, its value 
chain structures and effectively embedded ESG strategies 

along those. Maria has expertise in repsonsible investment, 
international commodities trading structures, supply 
chains, circular economy matters, sustainable agriculture, 

manufacturing in emerging and frontier markets, labour 
standards and human rights protection. She has worked 
and supported clients in a number of African and Asian 

countries, including DR Congo, Nigeria, Tanzania, Uganda, 
Sierra Leone, Indonesia, China and Japan. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Silvana Koch-Mehrin is the President and Founder of 
Women Political Leaders (WPL), the worldwide network of 

women politicians. WPL is an independent, non-partisan 
and not-for-profit international association that aims to 
increase both the number and influence of women in 

political leadership. Silvana Koch-Mehrin served as Vice-
President of the European Parliament (2009 - 2011) and 
Member of the European Parliament (2004 - 2014). Before 

her time in politics, she founded and ran a public affairs 
consultancy in Brussels, which later merged with a larger 
US firm. In addition to her work for WPL, Silvana serves on 

the board of the Council of Women World Leaders, the 
network of women Presidents and Prime Ministers. She is 

also a member of the European Leadership Network (ELN), 
a member of the Global Advisory Network of Apolitical 
Academy Global, an advisory board member to PINK!, and a 

Venture Partner at Conny&Co. Previously, she was a senior 
Special Advisor for EY and Senior Advisor to Binance. From 
2016 - 2020, Silvana represented the EU in the Executive 

Committee of W20, an official engagement group of the G20. 
In 2018 and 2019, she was ranked as one of the 100 most 
influential persons in gender equality by Apolitical.  

 
 
 

 
 

Walter J. Lindner, born in Munich in 1956, diplomat, 
musician, lawyer and author, began his diplomatic career in 
1988 in Bonn, Ankara and Managua after a four-year trip 

around the world and subsequent law studies. He also 
served as an Embassy Counselor at the United Nations in 
New York. Later, he was Press Spokesman for the Minister 

of Foreign Affairs, Joschka Fischer, and State Secretary 
under Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sigmar Gabriel. In Berlin, 

he headed the Crisis Response Center, and was Africa 
Envoy and Special Envoy of the Federal Chancellor for the 
fight against the Ebola epidemic. As German Ambassador, 

he served in Kenya, Somalia, Venezuela and South Africa, 
among other places, before taking over as head of the 
embassy in India in 2019. He returned from India in mid-

2022, working as an author and speaker and passionately 
devoting himself to his second life as a pianist, composer 
and music producer. In March 2024, Ullstein published his 

book “Der alte Westen und der Neue Süden - was wir von 
Indien lernen sollten, bevor es zu spät ist” (with co-author 
Heike Wolter). 



 
 

 
 
 

Michael Krake has been Executive Director of the World 
Bank Group for Germany since April 2022. He is a member 

of the Committee on Development Effectiveness (CODE) and 
the Budget Committee (BC). Before joining the World Bank 
Board, he held senior positions at the German Federal 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). 
Most recently as Head of Subdepartment for Sustainable 
Supply Chains, Nutrition and Rural Development and as 

acting Head of Department for Global Health, Private 
Sector, Trade and Rural Development. Michael Krake was 
the BMZ's focal point for cooperation with the International 

Labor Organization (ILO) and the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO). He led the teams for 

the German contribution to the World Bank's World 
Development Reports from 2019 to 2021. From 2012 to 
2018, Michael Krake was responsible for policy analysis and 

strategic planning at the BMZ and from 2016 headed the 
management staff. Michael Krake is an economist 
specializing in international cooperation and development 

and has more than 20 years of experience in the public and 
private sectors. From 1999 to 2002 he was a management 
consultant at McKinsey & Company. 

 
 
 

 
 

Prof. Dr. Christine Langenfeld has been a Justice of the 
Second Senate of the Federal Constitutional Court since 
2016. After studying law in Trier, Mainz and Dijon, she 

completed her doctorate on the subject of „The equal 
treatment of men and women in European Community law“. 
Langenfeld has held a chair in public law at University of 

Göttingen since October 2000. Since 2012 she held the Chair 
of Public Law (W3) and was the Director of the Department 

of Constitutional Law at the Institute of Public Law at the 
University of Göttingen. From 2008-2010 she also served as 
the Dean of the Faculty of Law at the University of Göttingen. 

From 2012-2016 she was the chair of the Expert Council of 
German Foundations on Integration and Migration. She was 
a member of the Scientific Advisory Board at the University 

of Vienna from 2014-2019. From 2015-2016 she served as 
member of the University Council at the University of 
Konstanz. Since June 2021 she has been a member of the 

Board of Trustees of the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin and 
since 2022 she has been a member of the Senate of the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences.  



 
 

 
 
 

Janina Kugel is a Supervisory Board Member, Senior 
Advisor and Author. She is Non-Executive Director and 

Senior Advisor at Boston Consulting Group. Most recently, 
she was CHRO and a member of the Managing Board of 
Siemens AG. She was responsible for human resources 

worldwide, including diversity, training and development, 
social innovation, environmental protection, health 
management and safety. Janina Kugel began her career in 

management consulting at Accenture. In her roles there, 
she worked for international companies in Europe and the 
USA with a focus on process reengineering, restructuring 

and organizational design. After moving into industry, she 
held various management positions at Siemens, including 

in human resources and strategy in Germany, China and 
Italy. At Osram Licht AG, she was Chief Human Resources 
Officer with global responsibility for HR, management 

development and diversity. Janina Kugel is a member of 
several supervisory boards, including TUI AG, Kyndryl Inc, 
USA and the start-up Seatti, and is also Co-Chair of the BDA 

Digital Council. She is a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Technical University of Munich, the International 
Advisory Board of IESE Business School and the Global 

Navigation Board of Tokyo Unviversity. She is a trustee of 
the German AIDS Foundation and sits on the board of LaMP 
(Labor Mobility Partnerships), USA. She has been a member 

of advisory committees to the German government on topics 
such as the labor market and innovation. She is one of the 
100 most influential women in German business, an 

initiative of Manager Magazin and the Boston Consulting 
Group and was voted as “Prima inter Pares” in 2018. Janina 
Kugel holds a degree in economics and studied at the 

Johannes Gutenberg University in Mainz and the Università 
degli Studi di Verona, Italy.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Stefan Mair is the Director of the German Institute for 

International and Security Affairs and Managing Chairman 
of the German Institute for International and Security Affairs 
(SWP) since October 1, 2020. From 2010 - 2020 he was a 

Member of the Executive Board of the Federation of German 
Industries (BDI) and from 2007 - 2009 Research Director of 
the German Institute for International and Security Affairs 

(SWP). From 1992 - 2007 and 2009 - 2010 he was Research 
Associate at SWP, until March 2001 Head of the Middle East 
and Africa Research Group, 2001 - 2007 and 2009 - 2010 

Scientific Member of the Institute's Management Board. In 
1992 he completed his Doctorate at Ludwig-Maximilians-
University Munich. From 1989 - 1992 he pursued his 

Doctoral scholarship at the ifo Institute for Economic 
Research, Munich, developing countries department. 

 


